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Dear Supporter,

The Orpheus Hellenic Folklore Society will be hosting a benefit, “Bridging Generations through Music, Song and Dance”, on Sunday, November 6, 2005. All event proceeds will support our organization’s programs. These programs include:

· The Orpheus Dance Troupe strives to provide its 70 adult members, and 85 youth members with opportunities to broaden their Greek folk experience through dance instruction, performances, workshops and conferences. 

· Apprentice Program A program to train dance instructors was initiated last year to meet the needs of our expanding youth membership.  There are currently 12 instructors that support the youth and adult programs. All instructors attend workshops in the US, Canada and Greece and guest instructors from these regions have been featured at the groups’ practices.

· The Orpheus Music Ensemble is a small but expanding group of musicians that features folk and popular musical instruments.  There is a need for enhancing this program by providing consistent professional instruction and attracting additional talented musicians. 

· Choral Program This program utilizes a professional voice instructor to further develop the choral abilities of the entire group. There is a need to expand the adult and youth singing repertoire.

· Costume Collection As the youth and adult groups grow, the need for purchasing additional costumes as well as maintaining and storing them is essential.

The above programs involve our members on an ongoing basis. Their efforts have been enthusiastically recognized and encouraged by the community for their consistency, outstanding quality, professionalism and great spirit! But their continued success depends on providing the necessary funding.  

A significant portion of the proceeds from the planned benefit will result from the printing of an ad book, featuring greetings and advertisements from organizations, businesses and individual donors. 

We would like to request your participation in this endeavor by completing the attached contract with the amount that you would like to offer.  Your contribution is vital to the growth and continued success that the OHFS has enjoyed for almost 17 years.  All donations are tax deductible.

We hope to ensure your generous support so that the “Bridging of Generations through Music, Song and Dance” continues within the Greek American community of Chicago and beyond. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Regards,

Yannis Economou

Director
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